[image: image1.jpg]UNIWERSYTET IM. ADAMA MICKIEWICZA W POZNANIU





[image: image2.jpg]




The Institute of Russian and Ukrainian Studies

Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan

has an honour to invite you to participate in

International Scientific Conference

FROM THE SLUTSK UPRISING TO THE BELARUSIAN REVOLUTION (1920-2020).
DISCOURSE OF RESISTANCE
Poznan, 9 March 2021
Conference concept

March 9, 1918 is an important date for the history of Belarus. On that day, in Minsk, the executive committee of the council and the All-Belarusian Congress announced the creation of the Belarusian People's Republic (BPR). Soon, on March 25 of the same year, BPR's independence was proclaimed. At that time, the BPR council was formed, the first chairman of which was Yan Serada. This council is still in operation today. Since December 1919, the council has been in exile: first in Kaunas and Prague, then in Canada.

After the council left Belarus, the national movement did not stop working. Slutsk became its most important centre at that time. In April 1918, the Belarusian national committee was established here, which operated until the end of 1920. On November 14-15, 1920, a Congress was held, at which 107 delegates elected the Slutsk Council of Belarus (Slutskaya Belarusskaya Rada), consisting of 17 people. The Congress spoke out against the occupation of the Belarusian lands and against the new Soviet power. The Slutsk uprising (Slutski zbroyny chyn) broke out, lasting until December 28 of the same year. Although it lasted only a short time and was defeated, it left a lasting mark in the history of Belarus, becoming an example for other fighters for the country's independence. The echo of this event remained in the memory of the nation. It has found its reflection not only in history, but also in literature and art.

The movement of opposition to sovietization did not stand still and took various forms throughout the 20th century, until Belarus gained independence in 1991. When it became clear that Alexander Lukashenko after taking power is heading for authoritarianism, liquidating the parliament and political opponents, the protests intensified. This manifested itself most strongly in 2010, and then with unprecedented force-in 2020 after the next presidential election, which was rigged.

Historical experience has shown that any act of resistance or even opposition, even minor dissatisfaction with the policy of russification in Belarus, is met with a sharp reaction from the authorities. Immediately there is repression, aimed at suppressing every, even the smallest gesture of disobedience.

We propose to take a closer look at the various forms of protest that took place after the occupation of Belarus by the Soviet Union and after Lukashenka created the authoritarian state model. We want to give a deeper reflection not only on historical events closely related to the discourse of the resistance, but also-and perhaps most importantly-to focus on its numerous representations in the texts of literature and art.


The conference is intended to be international and interdisciplinary. Therefore, we are very interested in looking at the above issues from the perspective of both literary studies, as well as historical, political, religious, cultural studies.
Main topics of the conference:
– the resistance movement in Belarus in the years 1920-2020: figures, forms, contexts;
– action “Minsk spring” (Minskaya vyasna): 1996-1997; Dzyady; Freedom March (1999); tent city (2006); “Square-2010” (Ploshcha-2010);
– Belarusian “samizdat”;
– activities of the organization: “Tuteyshyya”, “Talaka”;
– the language of resistance in Belarusian poetry, prose and dramaturgy;
– the aesthetic dimension of acts of contesting official culture;
– performativity of contemporary forms of protest;
– Belarusian protest songs, examples of street art, the textual dimension of poster art;
– creators of culture against power;
– Belarusian discourse of resistance in the digital age.
Working languages of the conference: Polish, Belarusian, English, Russian.

The organizing committee of the conference is waiting for electronic submissions, reserving the right not to accept thematic proposals that do not correspond to the issues of the conference.


Conference materials will be published. The post-conference volume will contain texts that will receive a positive review from reviewers.
Conference fee:
The conference fee is PLN 200 (EUR 50 for foreigners) and will be fully used to finance the publication of the post-conference volume in a scientific publishing house. Participants from Belarus are exempt from the conference fee. The number of the account to which the fee should be paid will be indicated in the notification of acceptance of the application. 
Date and form of notifications:
Online form (Microsoft Teams or Zoom platform). To participate in the conference, you must fill out the form and send it to the address uam.discourseofresistance@gmail.com no later than February 10, 2021.
Welcome!
Organizing committee:

prof. UAM dr hab. Wawrzyniec Popiel-Machnicki 
dr Aliaksandr Raspapou 
dr hab. Andriej Moskwin (UW)
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